
Homily for first Sunday of Advent, c cycle November 28, 2021  

“People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

(Lk. 21:26) 

I’d like to share with you a memory from the distant past, one dating back to the early years of my youth. On the outside 

wall of my parochial school in Albany was a yellow and black sign with the image of a triangle on it. The sign said, 

“Fallout Shelter”. 

As a boy of only seven or eight I simply could not fathom the meaning of this sign. Little then did I realize that in the 

early sixties Americans feared a nuclear war with Russia. In those days schoolchildren were told to hide under their 

desks in the event of a possible attack.  

America was then in a state of fear and anxiety. 

In this season of Advent, a term meaning coming or arrival, we focus on the three “Comings” of Christ 

First, his birth in Bethlehem is commemorated; (Past) Second,, his coming to us each day in the power of the Holy Spirit 

is recalled; (Present) and Third, his final coming at the end of our earthly pilgrimage and at the end of time is eagerly 

anticipated. (future) 

Advent is a season of vigilance, watching and waiting. It certainly is not meant to be a time of anxiety. The Lord is 

drawing near to us. We live in expectation. 

A true story: Many years ago, President John f. Kennedy played a round of golf with the preacher Billy Graham, a Baptist. 

Graham asked Kennedy if his Church, the Catholic Church, believed in the Second coming of Christ. “I think so”, replied 

the President. “His Second Coming is revealed in our creed”. 

He was right. In the creed, we recite the words, “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 

kingdom will have no end”. These are words of triumph!  

In his dialogue with Carlo Cardinal Martini several years ago the Italian scholar, Umberto Eco, a noted skeptic, pointed 

out that the secular world is obsessed with the end of the world. It is more common today to hear of the end of time 

voiced by unbelievers and not by the Catholic faithful, who have largely ignored one of the fundamental dogmas of our 

faith. 

In the last fifty years or so, we Americans have been unnerved by reports of overpopulation, the devastating 

consequences of air and water pollution, nuclear annihilation, global warming, the collapse of  world markets in finance 

and the current COVID pandemic. 

How many have been driven to despair? 

Time and again, Christ tells us not to fear the future. History has a direction. Christians have a capacity for hope in the 

midst of calamities. Only one is the Lord of history and his name is Jesus Christ. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus reassures his disciples: “But when those sins begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads 

because your redemption is at hand” 

Two months after the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, Fr. George Rutler, a Catholic priest, and the pastor of a 

Manhattan Church in close proximity to “Ground Zero”, reminded his congregation that “All things are temporary, 

including the Temple in Jerusalem, and the World Trade center in New York.” 

“What matters is not when the world will end or even when we will end but rather the fact that we will end, and by 

God’s grace be raised in glory. This is the great news from the viewpoint of all the saints.” 

Let us pray that our hearts not become drowsy from the anxieties of daily life. We live I hope, not fear.   

We can look forward to the coming of the Son of man standing erect with heads held high! 


